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Treatment of Depth Curves on Prinmary Series Maps
SUBJECT
Treat ment of depth curves on prinmary series nmaps has been inconsistently
BACKGROUND docunented in the past. This instruction consolidates and summarizes NVD

INSTRUCTIONS

APPLIES TO

practice for treatnent of depth curves.

Prior to 1990, standard practice on NVD prinmary series naps was to show
dept h curves when bathynmetric contours were not available. In a nenoran-
dum dated Decenber 6, 1990, the Assistant Division Chief for Research
i ssued a new policy with respect to depth curves: existing depth curves
and soundi ngs are not updated or shown on revision mapping. The infornma-
tion is not deleted on standard or as-is reprints or at time of mnor
revision reprint. At that time, this policy was applied only to coasta

maps for which bathymetric contours are available fromthe National Ccean
Service. In January 1993, the decision was nade to extend the policy of
not showi ng depth curves to maps containing portions of the G eat Lakes.
Depth curves are not to be shown on inland | akes (interior |akes other
than the Great Lakes) unless the cooperating agency requests themto be
shown.

Subnerged contours show the topography of land areas that have been
fl ooded or are planned to be subnmerged. They are not depth curves. These
contours are not del eted.

Rermove depth curves and soundings fromall prinary series naps at tine of
revi sion including maps showi ng the Great Lakes or inland | akes. Retain
dept h curves and soundings on naps that are as-is or standard reprints or
nm nor revision reprints.

Retain existing depth curves and soundings on water bodies only at the
speci fic request of a cooperating agency during revision mappi ng and t hen,
only on quadrangl es covering areas with no avail abl e bathynetric contours.
Do not revise the depth curves and soundi ngs.

Do not del ete subnerged contours.

Al NVD prinary series maps at scal es of 1:20,000 through 1:63, 360.
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